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Municipal Code Section 19.21.010 

“sidewalks are to promote the mobility, 
health, safety and welfare of residents, 

CURRENT REQUIREMENTS

health, safety and welfare of residents, 
property owners and visitors to the City 
of El Paso”



SIDEWALK DESIGN

• Current design standards require a level 

sidewalk

• Existing City of El Paso sidewalk design 

standards for commercial/residential driveway standards for commercial/residential driveway 

sections provide for a clear pedestrian path of 

travel with a maximum 2% cross slope. The 

City Engineer may grant variances to sidewalk 

requirements.



Municipal Code  Section 13.12.180

“Driveways shall be designed and constructed 

in such a manner that the safe and convenient 

movement across the driveways by physically 

CURRENT REQUIREMENTS

movement across the driveways by physically 

handicapped persons, including those in 

wheelchairs, shall not be impeded”



Municipal Code Section 13.12.095 

“The vertical transition of the driveway 
shall be designed to prevent contact of 

CURRENT REQUIREMENTS

shall be designed to prevent contact of 
any vehicle undercarriage or bumper with 
the surface”



PROBLEM SIDEWALK DESIGN



PROBLEM SIDEWALK  AND DRIVEWAY



PROBLEM SIDEWALK  AND DRIVEWAY 



GOOD SIDEWALK DESIGN



GOOD SIDEWALK DESIGN



GOOD SIDEWALK DESIGN



AVAILABLE OPTIONS TO DEAL WITH 

SPECIAL CONDITIONS

• Parallel driveway crossings or rolled curbs 

are acceptable designs to solve the vertical 

transition of a driveway and provide a level transition of a driveway and provide a level 

pedestrian zone where the existing sidewalk 

(ROW) is narrow

• Jogged driveway crossings are a good 

alternative but may require the purchase of 

right of way



ACCEPTABLE SIDEWALK DESIGN



POOR APPLICATION OF SIDEWALK DESIGN OPTION

TAYS ST.



RECOMMENDATIONS

• Strict adherence to the City of El Paso 

Design Standards for Construction 

regarding sidewalks and driveways for 

public and private projectspublic and private projects

• Enhance permit and design review, 

inspections and enforcement of 

construction of sidewalks and driveways



RESOURCES

• FHWA – Best Practices Design Guide –

Designing Sidewalks for Access 

http://www.fhwa.dot.gov/environment/si
dewalk2/pdf.htmdewalk2/pdf.htm

• City of El Paso Design Standards for 
Construction –
http://www.ci.el-paso.tx.us/engineering/


